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BACK TO THE FUTURE

ERE"SWHERE | stana; 1

have a 24 VAT eoled o want

ing to marry a family that
desesnt want him {!Iﬂ-u VoIng, Lo
oo, Lo wh-,'lklen Lisie "|.-'|:|ur|l,| a
22-year-old, hijal- m‘armg Cur’an-
memorizing, night-praving, social-
justice '-.lrnm!_' ;:-I.1||L_|1l1. r ol
refused someons whom her mather
thought wonderful {no chemistry);
amed a 19 yuar bl son, of grem <y -
WSS, W |'||::| late last 11|ghl x1r1:|l=l1||.1|l
ml.ghlll'n to open up with me, . his
impaosing father, the topic of “his
sl I-IIIILII'IE‘ foar rrIdIrIJLL'

Ch, died I mention thar my 12-
year- old cornered me in the car last
wiick
something physical must be going on
tix bring about babics, and asked me
LCR] Ean'ﬂL it :ll.m [1] hu' ]III'|'|:-' "] LI | |
liomns |11._||I_ingI and it loaks like ﬁg__h'l-
ing." Thosc were his words.

I"a al Jll'ﬁi ml.' (8] hnl'ul. El Dow
natice] that oar "n.ll,wllll:l |.'v||||||:|||,.||||1}
seems suddenly to have exploded
with complaint and coneern absoust
mearriace, e rrlluh.'l. v been
dlihuged by the most 1|r.'=-=p-t'ral.u clilli-
cultics of marriage and divorce, amd
o 1"|'|1|5-|'|1. % |:|-|..1|||‘|L witl it 1I"uLI1'|
mitllifers, the old, Men and women,
The marricid, never marricd, want-
tos-bse-maarrici, remarricd, and for-
nwrl}' marricd, East ancd swest,

A friemd of mine, who happens o
b cditor of this magazine andd when
has wrilten its currenl cover sLary,
tells me it's et that our communal
|11.1rri.1|g,v anggst is new. [ts just that
W 've =.|m|:I'. pont up .11.|l:||"-|."-e-ll'|5_ a
1_1.:_-.1r I.n:_'lul lim‘lnl |1.'|II.' r.1|\.|||l! |1r|::|||
lems with marriage tor so l-mg {at
least two decades) that it's noss
burst forth in an avalanche, the aceu-
mulation of years of mistakes, mis.
applications, and indifference.

.1Il|| 1Il||:| (RIEE III.'Lh 1|l!'|:ll.ll!'l."'|.| lI'I.:ﬂ

wL e |oves A s s

[ belicve him.

I the [rast hall- year, these |'n.1|,_|. 5
hmu lr|1_-|'| [ CR] xl'_m .]k Fea |.1|:|:|||l. :_r:lm*-. in
the Muslim community, and without
fail the one boulder-of-a-theme that
kn'Fm ||,|||||'r'|ing doawn 15 the crum
bling af our onee mountain-stable
marriage hallmark. For a long time,
it seemed 1o be the one remaining
thing that we just did bener than
anybedy else,

Moo miore, Mow it as il we can't
by -J.'l'l:l.'lllillg aboane marriage rif__l‘lﬂ..
The traditional communal avenues
o marriage have broken down. The
crileria |1_'!.' which we contract mar-
riages have shifted from eman ta
money. Wi"ve driven %u'-tmlil.
humsan maotivations for m.'lrl‘iﬂl_g_l.'
un.:l-_'-rgrc:.uml Amcl v seem o hase
entircly 1nrguth n the stirring nohili-
iy ol our :u_r:rr.ul.'.r.rl {meanhood) and the
Iﬂ”’ Lrﬂll'“ HESIL RS I::It LR Hﬂm'rhllﬁ
{femininity). And, of course, with
these virtues has vanished our pas-
SR TESCryoIrs 1J::|:ur|.'}' aml
aftection. Tranguility is lost,

You can tell much about the dim-
|||i|1‘l,_1 Iiglil. aml I-.'I.ili.l'lg courage of the
male Muslim heart by the solutions
for the marriage |Jrul:|un- we have
|:|r-||E:-||s|.'-|| i one hamd Jr.r||'1 (STt -
I:.. contracted) |||..1rr|.,|g«|‘-:x have: |u'-::|||
crated in the cast. [t oflers a solution
o those who are cligible o marry,
want Lo marry 1.|"|-l||[ whim 1|'||.
unspoken codes of socicty and cul-
1ure I!.Hil!]:l.' restrain. This misshapen
combrad - creature seeks 1o preseryve
thie letter of the Shariah I:-:.' ul:uhling
MArriage anong willing partics with
mere .mlu.l.int.mm-.- as the twao wit-
s, bt wathioat cither !.:|.1|'|'||.}'
I.'.J:im'ing.

Hoaw n*n-.].l:in.g that it is popular in
slaces like ]':i-'.}'l"- where i|'|'||:l-||-'|.'v|'|‘i.-h-
mient ;.n-:i t:lm'iwhng'm Lin I:Iﬂ oo LKL

whe

b= tov abstruct othorwise |:|r\-||ﬁL3|]|t
cmaotions to marry, as well as in the
opulent Gull, where affluent men
|.|1_'xi|r\-|||h |::||' I_|'|._|.'I Halternativ I.'H xl'u::-um,_
baet fearful of their first wives and
powerful family tics, can dispense
with the condition of |ml:-|u iz
T |'|1.;|rr|'|L|:_' Hiwa: I:I:IHILIEIh,I] 1
proves Imam Malik to have been in
his apinicon that broadeasting mar-
riage may even supercede witiesses
as a criteria validating Shari'ah com-
pliance in marriage. Many Muslim
women have denounced this hybrid
as loophole prostitution,

[m the west, bor those Muslims
who =il care, we have the concmse-
tion of “zawaj-lricmds,”
'giﬂl’riumi' anl “bovfricnd.” What is a
wawaj-fricnd? I your hushand or
wile, silly, at agle 1F| or ses, When all
the world arcund v is dating amd
daing it, now you, or rather your
|._|'| |1!r|.'n :t-ul:n'l |-|.-|-|.-.|~ Tk |!|-|' ||.'|I! CHIT,
Marriage is contracted with the cur-
rent orush of one's high school
dreams, parents mmi:n]hi:, andl then
the two can “be together,” I|Hu.lg|'l
bath return to their respective
hesmes For the I'||'§|'|l {|:r:.' 100 305,

Shari*ah-compliant dating! Ah,
hew enlightenced we've become!

Lslarn has the simplest, purest, dig-
I:I.Il'l. I'I'I."ﬂ T\I'I'I" 1'|::I|'|'|:|'|:||.|II|'|‘
utn'nglh-.nlng maost lenient criteria
of marriage in the history of
humankimd on carth, The y are literal-
Iy a Godsend, Can't we |u-'l revert
back to them?

For il these are our “lalamic™ sohs-
tions o our Muslim |||.1rri,|_LH.' OIS
just wait to see what avalanches the
mext decaile shall l:rihg.

horflalo

‘ale wazan,
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*Aned {eonsider howd vour Sustainer
has ||'|~.||:|r|_-:| thi: bee: 'i’n.'E:l.'u‘L' [¥]3
voursell dwellings in mountains and
in trees, and in what {men) may bl
{ for vou by way of |'|'i".'l."-|'. and then
cat af all manner of fruit, and follow
humbsly the |t,.'|[|!|.~.-|l‘|.[.|:l|1-:| for you by
vour Sustainer.” {(And lo!) ther ;
from within these (bees) a fuid

many hues, wherein there is healing
for mankind, In all thiz, behold, there
i% 3 message indeed Tor E:ruiﬂr who
think!™ [16:63-6%]

The Prophet Mubammad, =allallahu
|
] “Fecd the hun-

isit the =ick and set free the cap:

b wea sallam, said:

II’--."-. " (Bukhari)

“Three deeds are hard 1o sustain:
Reme |1'||~--'ri|'|-1 Allah odten, --'-||1L|1s_
Illl'll = Wy |1|'| I.||1|.r ITaarg 'a |||'||.I L ||1||'|"
others Lairly.

=Ali ibn abi Talib

ipn of inability is to blame

—Arab daving

Y*Reveare of pride sought In aneer: |
seware o priche sougEhl in anger; |

leads to embarrassment (disprace) of
= Abdullah ibn Amr

*As for the man, inguire not of him.
Rut ask of hix close COMpanion,
For every Cliose COMPanion by associ-
atiom is -.|II LAt
—Arah Proverh
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Swinging Between Hope and Fear

CONTEMPLATING THE PURPOSE AND
SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE

BY KHERTA ABUBAKAR

hat the Char’an and the Sunnah cowourage
T ihe believers — aml bamanking in FETeT

al 10 seck knowledge is rarely ques
tioed. Whi ca argus: against lslam setting
L'-arrun_g 1z the Prin'.ur:. hugman mizion whin the
Cher'an's very first verse of revelation s "Read in
the nanme ol vour Lord whis created™ |%: 1],

The -.'||||.'-.1L'|n that is rarchy askesd inothis
regarel, bewever, B one that roquires honest
refbection: 18har is the norwse of ihe bnowladipe thar
comstitutes the main foous of ehis serae?

Many have taken it and the sbrecquont fruar
verses that with it make up the Chur’an'’s opening
divine pronouscemont, 45 an cnosuragemen to
serk ot and cxcel in the secalle] *natural™ =0
crTs, L'1H1Il.'|r'|i.l|.|.l||||u__l||-l.' caristitucats amd
mchandems of oor |:]'n sical aml |il.inE CRNIPEY
menk anc ||ngu|r1mlu-|1 s, ndl oy ol kearm
ing, bist of confirming our beficf arel engaging in
warship, and we arc right 1o estoom them. Yet,
in the age of soene [—— religion we must
not lose '\qghl; of the [xct that our ||,.1n|1|||:‘.l_ must
first aml Bremest rovedve around internalineg
thee prime mcssage the Qur’an descended from
Heaver 1o oquip us with o carth: There is no
gonl bt he God, Allsh, cur Lond- Creator,

Tor possscess knendedgpe of eanficed, that is, the
Cnvemess of Allah as being the ondy Gasl - and
thars thee anly oee 10 e '-;urwl'n[-pul s 1o
uniliersiaml I;|'u.t He s ahboe *CVCTYIH arul-.wr'.
thing clse, that He ddone is the sousce of knemd-
-_1.|_g., anad ikt we benelit from it -a-:|||_|l. ||'. Hi=
grace, This is caactly what the .:|||{|.|'- L:Hll-.':-'-ln
iLLlrl:mlv.ﬂglnp_ thi ||Il'||l.al.ml1'- |l'|:|'u_|r knarw]

- in the I;‘:Iur an's scoourd el our Bther
.'.l.il.:lm'h creation: ~Highly exahel beYou |0
[_;IIiI! W |1.|'||' i I.;l'l.l.ﬁ'i..!ujlgl.' cither than whal
Yiua, Yoursaelf have Iauglll s bl i You
abone wh is the All-Krowing, the All-Wise™
[3:32|

The challerege bor s, thin, is 1o ek oul
kmn‘l{ﬂ_grq@il_uﬂ ar '||.'|:l'h||:._| in a Fashion
that benefies us in our relationship with par
Lord, first anil forcmsost. Therealter, oorsidena-
tin & giwnm ather benelies — what accrues 1o
our [ellows in |'|.|.|||u.|'|il_t, (4T (1 "-r-ng- in cre-
akion, arwt| paar hosd environment, Bor that boo is
[art of Allaby's mce SRIE. Muse prociscly Iy, viar el
anvl lowe of God, e desire to phease and be
niar Him ared b0 evinee with overy lha:_-glﬂ aml
hrvath cur wrivaled appre tatin for Hins- —all
ihis impels us i cliscover narschves aml thee s

thart Allahs bilt ingo s anel oo world, a8 cvore
liwee| ool clmaieneniess aned -u|:4:||.'l1_.. in oraler Il:-.
bencdin oiarsclves sl all other ke u‘-_.]. in woonr-
alamee with thee will of Allsh, For that is, in Bt
His wall e wee, an] the breadh of divine bose
alenioe,

Thus the Prophet, sallallahw alavhe wa sallam,
sabl: “When Allah wants goal fur somcone, He
gives ki il m:ndiu:?l_ of the [kne m'|-.1’:_._:|.' of
thec] aheem  thee rcligion [l Bslam|” ( Bukhari and
Muslim ). Scholars have explained that this

Sunderstarmling” is that of the Char'an and the
Sunrah, the |:n-|-lnl-n kel i vy that
enables ome 10 lead a B as Gosl has imtended
human lil v be livead, i sooosddanoe wiih
Ln:mh’-g- ihai ever inoreases us in virfue and
u|:-|'i_|_:]1|rh\h

The parpre i s L""'J_-'- ..h1.'|ini||ig_ anvl .:”i::r
iu:,'l_ Enips |ﬁi,-_:gr i, therelore, 10 make ol us gl.'l:li
1w el glmil wircr, i ndbivicluals sl e
|}h. 5, with that s o wilmws r.1-|||.:1in-=l_ from u
indis thee natural workl The singhe most sigmiff-
cant challenge im achicving I:|||'- bszvarmics b
ing ET| I|nc||||:!l_1|:r. soree a1 knwnaedge
arw| Iearnang b to ook (G Theese liedt-onder
axcims hevome the hases for all that Toflows
frosm themn,

As for bearning [slam, bocoming knowledge-
ahle ahugi :r\-.t@'hul_ here is s | niens, In Jut
the lat e vears, [slamic calucameon in the Wet
has doy-pes l::_ teel, b vy n1|1|n.i‘l_ frcan [;lur an
memorizaticn sihiods, Arabac larrgaise clasas,
e Blamiic: Stulics ehogro prograns that can be
il auy 3 part lime, or course lrl. vonrss bass,
Such keenwleslpe s beconang s cusiblbe o s,
Wihat remains is 1o 1ake .:|-||'-.JIII;.,'|I'I| af this, 1
Irey curselves o the ||hu-L1|'|v.~ arcrral and
extornal, thay chstruct ws from lcarning

Al Khateeh al-l!.:g]'nl..lii jel, 4&% AH S 1070
CEp befu this piece ol slvie o thiee in search of
real learming: =00 Student of Knowledpe! |
exhort vou l|:-:||||r.||'-. VIHIF lenLion in pursting
ku-rulnlu. anel v strive 1o make vour sl s
FY ] I.If-ll"? 1o ke L'l.l!_'q."' 5 II:I|.1i1|.‘\. e the -
enve o this religion] is 2 tree the dooks ol
wohich arc its [ruit, Thys e is nol oounted
learnol whae dowes ot |Jll.ﬂ hs-h.'a.mn;{ [L]ix] |:H'h:-
LR

Tha p.:ll'. iz clirar, ani the choice, ol course, B
TAMATs. . for o pime.

' Al s My Lonl, increase me in knovls
oo™ |20: 114]. A
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“His charracter was the l'a_r.rr‘m]."

IN A SELFLESS
WORLD

BY NOUR HABIB

O ON TO) vour sandwich, h:mc:.', Make sure no one takes it

from yonu, [Jon't share your stull’ with other |n‘.[1|:|-]l.'-111¢"|."n:

jUHl lri:.‘l:iug v into gh'ing them :mmulhing better than lJ'”l.u

will giw you.

Difficult as it is wo believe, we actually
gil.'l.' advice like this 1o our 5- and &-
vear-ild children as wie send them off
‘i_u m_']u ml. Il |::-|:n'i|::||..m|}' hl“‘.ﬂkﬂ Tir I]H_'
comcern parcnts harbor that their chil-
dren pet the best out of life and don'y
get taken advantage of.

Haut -«::muthmg rings wrong in this
alvice in a very shrill Wy,

If you kook ever the previous words
of wisdom once mare, 'n::lu'" ricalize
that not a single ~.'|.||.1I:h~ cven acknowl-
eclges the ethic ol !'ih'IrII'IL

It is a seenario |:u|.1:.'m| ot ewer anl
over in houscholds across the Middle
East, at esdils as it is with their historic
and religious emphasis on hospitality,
Unforienmately, 1u|.|.;|_1_.' 's socictics have
brainwashed individuals into looking
ol |::II'I|"|-' for themaelves and their fam-
ilics.

Moo, 1w fedlow these chaldren 1o
school, and enter any given dassroom,
we will see a continuation of the non-
'-II.:IJ'II"Ig |!|I"I|||-|.'|'|!|||.' '|1'.]|:'|'r|.'h dlr sl
encourage stuclents to share crayons
swith their ne |gh|mn Mar do 1J:u chas-
tise the kids for keeping others away
from the I:I1,I|II|‘IIIII|: blocks, The |:_|.m\r|:r|::-m
seerns to be governed by an unspoken
first-come, first-serve concept.

One child psychologist on an
Egyptian show discussing social prob.
lems h:ighlighmi selfishniess as a main

AL jusansn | voa M assue 0

case of the ]:mh!rlm that s BeLY moss
faces. There is no community effort to
make life bevter. No one sacrifices for
the other, No ane cares about the
comfort of a neighbor.
But the ve Fy |:E.1. af ah.lrlng umler-
pins all human socicty, the pavchaologist
noteel, We cannot live without the pro-
ple around us. We cannot live in the
world alone, Inlt'nh'[m'nclvm"'.' % i
drﬁning human characteristic. When
w think harder about the necds of the
people around us, ultimately, we are
m:ll;jng life easier for ourselves,
54:_'||'|g':».'-|'u_'m 1% fi |-u|"-|.'.igl'| |.1::II'||.1|'E'|-1. 1k
Muslims. E\'u:r:.'wht'r-: wi look in our
religion, we see examples of people

ll?\li 10 'l.:l!. :'.'“ll
truly believes until
he loves for
his brother

what he I OvEes

for himself™

{ Muslim).

caring for athers, sharing their wealth,
anud |:.'.|l.l'n!_lL l;!n.' inleresl |;i I!hl.'i:r |-|.'|]||'.1.'
Sluslims at heart.

The |:'rv|1|1-|'n,l; sallallabu alavhee wa sal-
Lam, famaously said: “None of vou traly
I'h.,'lll.,"al.,"i [Il“llr Il:, |1'|'||.."-| [Iﬂ' I'll"-\. ||r||||||.‘r
swhat he loves For himself™ { Muslim).

Allah states in Surah Ali-lmran: *You
duall never atain o |lh|.' Jlig_hl.'.ﬂl virime
[of Faith] until you spend [in charity]
fromm that swhich vou I‘""""l $:22.

These texts arc prood that selfishmness
I'||]H ik I:ILH_'I.' (1] I"'h!u'llll. ""il::ll_ -IIIII‘ 'ih:l
the ye xhort Muslims to share what
I:hr.' have, they call upon them o give
From the ve ry best of what they love,
Allah does not simply commanid His
servants to be charitable with what is
cxtra in their lives, By His wisdom
anil mercy, He arders His servants to
impart what is mest diear to them
Numerous repaorts from the life of the
I’mplul sallallahu .ﬂ.ul'u- wi «allam,
wwmphh how serioushy he and his
Companions temak Allah's exhortation.
They were completely selfless,

One :nil.r:||-:||'|IJ |_~;||_.'||||,|1|.|, ook |'||..H.'1‘.“
after the Jur;mh when the Prophet, sal
lallahu alayhe wa sallam, asked cach r:lf
thi Ansar Ii1.|'||.' Muslims from Madinah)
te take one of the Mubajireen (the
Muslim emigrating to Maalinah from
Makkah) as a brother. $a many beawti-
||.|| lories I|||1|!|r||.|1 |:|. i l]m. InaLance,

Amang them is the Anseed who divided




“Each of you is a shepherd...a man is the shepherd of his family; a

woman is the shepherd of her husband’s house and children...”

iR

for the first decade of your marriage,
ar she 1ok it lor grante 1 that you
wanted her 1o mmph te her education
Illr\ull'!lll. o an XYE I.Il:.':'l'l.'l.' which vou
'.'.uuhl be only too ]1.1p|1t tin pray for.
"|_|1|:| 1|||| Ih." 1 || Vil .||:||ml; im: |'|-. I"‘il::ll'I.'LI
missicsn 1 mnllll. hanade |.||".' AN
||-c||_'. pamy in !:-.I.'lm.

H"l.r:-u helicve this scenario docsn't

..|1|:.I1. 10 you-— your relationehip w ith
yisur -|mu~u ton-be is u;umi aml strong,
yisur reliance on -3|.|.|4||'| i sahabab-like,
Marrge |rn::|||||.'r|n ol ln-::l.'l.'l. don't
'1E"|‘|" 1o a elassic mu]:uh- like your-
then don’t worry. Thu. now
have pills for people like ¥, But for
the rest of us 1_'._|r1|1|.|:|1g5:,, I_.'IIZIIIL‘ care of
the '-.-l,'urllirl.l_l'|}' unatiractive pren up-li.]l
measures to found a good and lasting
marriage is a necessity alluded toin
the famous hadecth of the Prophet
Muhammad, sallallahu alavhe wa sal-
Lamn: ¥ Tie it chosn, Then II.'I.I!'.[ in Allak"
( Tirrmithi).

A HANDFUL OF “WHAT IF5"

The i]]L‘I‘I.'-:I!-'iH-g rate of divoree
amoang Muslim Americans is SLappeT
img, sume studies indicating an alarm-
ing 31 pereent rate and riiing.Thal
mecans n-.'.1r|:.' one out of every three

ol I\I."i-
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Muslim marriages this summar w il
end up a sad ralag statistic, And the
NEWS Fes CVen more L'xL'i1iJig.'|'htJu'
n1._|rri.],!_l|1,'x arg I.'I'Il:IiI'IE soomerT and soon-
cF—in time for alow |-.-.11'|1J'ng couples
to pet ready for their second divorce,
\'L“:nnht' |'|.{1.'I_" the nove |:|-||.-|_'||||||||.'|1|::-|'|
among Muslirms of a growing number
of 1:|1.11'r|..'|g|. s barcly able to withstand a
vear of misery-by- matrlm-m'. that
First anniversary ‘cake slice turning
into pic on their face in both the
shavkh's office amd divoree court,

."n:illl.'l'l |a-|. I!|!'|-:' CAasE ut. l]'li:h -:iiv-!warl-
ching dizorder of matrimenial bliss s
directly attributable o a lack of
appropriate premarital counseling and
conversation. | speak bath of it
SCAroe ,nmhlnll.n dlue 1o ine ompe-
tenee and inadequacy in our masajid
and lslamic organizaticns anel a home-
grown culture of I.||m'|||iug|1n'ﬂ andl
unawarcness about marriageable
Muslims !'il_"\-l_'lli.il'lg it oul amd Ill.'lllil'lg a
plan to go through it before consum-
mmatiomn.

Many of the women I've inter
viewed frecly admit that the main rea-
son Lhew rl:n;l._uin with their cvwn
-.lmuwa. VEArs Of 4 .uy-h' because
they made three things clear to their
spouscs from the l:n.glnnmy_' (1) The
least they expeeted of marriape, (2)
the miinimum the ¥ w anted from their
|1|.|=\.En.1|:|.-|:|x, and [ ;I] the limits as o
wwhiat I!|'b|."'. WEFE '.'.lllmg to put into it.
I']n'. theorize that nowadays Muslims
marry blindly, anticipating ‘mutual
|'|'|dr“dl |_|||||1_'r'\11 |'|II|IH'I.L ':Jr'll"a L LW ':I."‘II."II"II
r r||1|r|.|,h:-. 0 CVER 1|.1}:-. I.au-r that the
mihunilrl'nt.lncling and chaos that char-
acterized their |m'm||'.-ti.1| matrimonial
expericnee would nt‘lun“_t' accompany
them for marriage's duration-—at
]l;.ul without hn.'l'-il::lllh intervention.

Se for you mere Muslim mortals:

[ your il Lllllu_-rnu- On yeur "yyhat
ifs" Imnr to, O course, we can't ask
everything to prevent every l|'|-|1g and
.1n1.lh||15_ from 1:.1|:u|:u. ning. Bt I|1lluLh
[ Y r"| l.,-ll“ll-ll.' = I_JTIII:II_II.' [tl.i iy L
1h:r|1_- ol a JEnCT: al nature that are part
ol ewe ry I'I'I.ll"l'l.lbl..

DEFINE YOUR ROLES

Lt us 1‘||~:|'u.'r|n' up Fromnt witls the
I1|‘I1III-HI!'|:II‘III..II Tis, e, Wi arc .l”u:|LIa]
worshippers before Allah, Special
rights are duc every individual, Justice
h:|||g- aver amd about cach one of us
nlikz'.

But it is rather sad that so many
Muslims and Muslimahs ne lenger
have the depth of knowledge and
thoughtful expericnee and these are
naat s |1rr|;|.r|1. fathonms by any measure)
Lo appreciate that our human v-qual:-
Lics -:!u e 1|l. |II'|I. cHar r'|r]l. 5 Il.:lT us in
lifi, F.miil':., OF marriage, in specific.
Real live adults must negotiate these,
for the mast part, andl they can and
need fo dillier in "\-IIFI'I1|II.JI'|| Ways.

The lack of 1hu realization acoounts
for miech of the confusion when it
comces to the function and rs'l:llga'lium
of wives and hushands in miarriage.
With that in mind, still there remain
Ty :ll.ln.'x[im:n that necd 1o be
answered by both spouses. Wheo is
going to do what, specifically (because
things don't do themselves and the
servants are out)? What -.tllru'-l'- is
I;_"":IJL'I, I_|.~|| |::|| (& W |1 \|1|r|.:|:u| ; 1|.’|.'|.1 %, '|'l.|'iC|
will assume which re hl'l'l.ill'lhlhlll‘lll."'.'i:"

This comes under the much-cited
livthe acknowledged  “Each of you is
a shepherd. . .a man is the shepherd of
hi= I.J.|11:|._'. =3 wormnan s the h.|'||.'|:||'r|.'l‘|ﬂ af
b hushand s howse and chil -
dren. " haileeth of the ]"HlFI-hl."L 53]-
lallabu alayhe wa sallam. This defines
o s 1|'||,'.£l._?||.x'| of our r|,'.-.|:-||r|.~\.i|:li|ili|.':5.I
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ALL THINGS GREAT
AND SMALL

Man's Duty in the Greater Scheme of Life

BY AHMAD HALEEM

creature heaved with exertion as she
endeavored to give birth to the calf that now wrigg[v:i weakly
within her womb, In the climax of her motherhood, the heifer
tricd and tried, all the encrgy in the air :ﬂ'rmiugh' drawn in h:.' her

immense .-il.rugglu: that now took pl:lq'-: in the barn.

And yet, despite all her laborious
ciforis, 1!|.':-|:|i.[l.' all the Durious work-
ings of her maternal instinct and
:ilr-:nglh, the little call within her
|!|-|||:|.:|' couldn't make s way oul ol
the strong, hasin-shaped ring of bone
ncar the spine, couldn’t make it om
into the world on s awn,

Drenched in his own sweat and the
hat Blood of his |J|'r-c:l|"|r'|il‘ '|:|.'|li-:'|||lI
praying to Allah that he could save
the call now being squeceed danger
1|l|5|'¢ ]J'ﬁ :III." I'II::I'-'\['!'"II.I LL I::lrh.ll'lLﬂ n|
the muscles of the cow, the man

AL JUMLAH | o 30 sk O

worked |1r.'|1'|_1_.' s |'|,.|ri|::||.|x!:|.' a5 the
laboring creature in front of him.
For many IIl:I:IL_‘ tlr‘-LL'"L* |:|.|1||.||.||
hours, he fought the temptation wo
inform the farmer and his son that
the calf would not make it, that it
could not possibly squeesc its way
past the mathers undersized i""l" i4.
With somie quick knile work and a
doctor's afficial prescription to sur-
render, the young man could have
casily aborted his laborious, grlnw
Jr‘l:! I.H]lir"llll"- J':JI:I al hn:ll'll:l 1.|1 ]I'I I.'rlrlg
the call that is, and ended the life of

a call whes just couldn’™t make it, a
creature who did not meet the sue-
vival-of. 1|'||.'-|‘1|.1|.'"k.|_ |||-!_l|i|:_' farst ..:l.]:ll'lliml
by the I.ngliih philosopher, Herbert
!'il:’u-nn-l'.

And vet, despite all the luring
shortouts to the cnd of a painstaking
||||:lI the man battled on !I|'|r|r1,|g]'u:|ul:
the darkest hours of his perfor-
mande, intent on saving the litele

creature now strugpling in the
womb sceking to disgorge it, to push
into a wiorkd of grass ..:ml:]. snpmshing
Decper and deeper, hlghrr anid hlgh-
cr, darker and darker, the veterinar-
an braved the climax, -:ntl-:a'.-:rring ki
aave the life of thiz small beast,

Amel im the end, he did,

In the compilation of his short
aul::lnm\mlalmai storics as a country
veterinarian, AN Creatures Grear and
$mall, English born animal doctor,
James Herriot, describes just such
sequences. They display for his read-
crs the urigue |:||.1.'|.|:il:. of man, the
feature that makes his essence capa-
ble of surpassing the flawless compo-
sition of tha of anyﬂll_ Creakiog,

But what makes us different? Is it
that we sy |"||E|'||:..' 1||:'w||:|-]1|.'1|
brains and can, therefore, conduct
processes like abstract Peasoning anid
JI.I".'.'I.I1I."'|.'\'I‘I I:'.'Ili.‘gilri:.".ﬂ!'il:!-l:l? Faar CVET S0
arc we told. s it that we stand apart
from the rest of creation because we
have apposable thumbs by which we
manipulate our environments like no
other creature? In this, too, have we



