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The Case For Single-Sex
Education

A number of theoretical .1:]1.‘|.I'|1.'|§_I|1'h 1o both cocducational and -u.i.:ﬂ.__-.

sex schools have been advanced by their perspective advocates. This
article, however, is for the effic acy of single-sex education as the hest
form of sche h:1|l|'|1{ system. I |ur'.u|¢-:~ a host of Islamic and scientific
evidence as well as |m.-r~u-m] l.'!tl:‘u'r'l'l.'l:u.'r\ i shore up support for this
VI,

By Gobar Mushiaq (Ph.D., Biochemistry, Ruigers University, U1.5.4
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Many Alrican American Muslims were kuul-. ol ten Islam 1J1ruu~'h
their experiences with the Nation of [slam, however, many of
them evolved from being a part of the Mation of lslam 1o

la |r||:|i||g a muaimaream Muslim,

SPECIAL ISSUE

I"'ll.lﬂi I'III” Sl il.ill'.nlhlll.ll”"a JTIEI Imiisl ||r|. 'lnlll ik, r|1|'-. :II:I. 1|1|. q IIIII.l. Y
Islamic identity, are the main arcas of concern that have
prompted Muslim parcnts o pull their children from pubdic
whools to take on the job themselves,

MADARIJ-US-SALIKEEN

Translation serics of Ibnul Qavvim's classic manual of slamic
Spirituality: Madarij-us-5alikeen (Steps of the Seckers).

QUR'AN AND LIFE

All thee |:|I'1|E:||'||.'|:- cndurcd false accusations, Yet in the case of
prophet David, these allegations have been particularly
malicioaes and [rersEstent 1‘||:|"¢'I|II Loy €aLir emvv ||._|-. A Ilh:'uk e thee
dlivine a I:II:IIII.II. and vindication of the unimpeachable
character of this gareat cmissary ol Allah.

ir you truln.' lowe VO children, and want them to be good
models with sincere and humbl:: characters. . .teach them
to clean up after themselves,

The most effective and efficent way 1o keep the doors of
communication open i to consider, even for a few moments,
what tio say amd how to say it before saying it.

A more ﬁmpr{*hrtt-ih-u view about cating that includes
l-:asing our Lord as a main gual Can prn;m':lc VO with the
=t motivation to stick to wv:"lghl loss diet.
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8 PATHS 10 PARADISE

Higher Self vs. Lower Self

BY ABU HAMID AL-GHAZALI (D. SO5 AH)

12

n the strupple against hawa (vain
Iwhi:m], people end up in one of the
Following three situations:

#3 The hawa triumphs over, and takes
full control of the person such that one
sccumbs 1_1!11]|l|l_'|1_"|}' ti il chictathons,
And in this catepory, most of Allah's
creation be hm\g-u In the Qur’an, occu-
pants of this cate gory are portray el as
m:-h.]:lp}'u 4 of their own bowe: “Have
vou seen the one wha takes as his god
hiz oown desire? Then would i b
responsible for him?™ [25:43] For abei-
sanioe amd submission constitute the
core ol servanthoosd,

&3 The situation when there §s a tug ol
war between the person and  his
hawa—at times, he Il'iIJ:lllplu over it
amwl at others, it over him. The person
in thiz condition is a mujahid, someone
whao struggles apainst his Lower Self
.!.lu'l fmurr:l ﬂln‘l :i one % Lo |'um .ma'.
while Lm_gagcd in this intense !’-‘Fllr'll:l.l-il
warfare, one will die a martyr—for he
has met death while busy fighting his

hawa,

#3 The case when one overcomes his
Barwar, Ard amainine this rank I..lFIIi“!i e
to the pinnackes wr and frecdom.
The Prophet, sallallabu alavhe wa sallam,
said, “There is none amongst you with
wham is not an attache from amongst
the jinm, a devil. " The Companions said,
“.-’1“.&]‘1'5 :"flq's-m-u_gd'l'. 1% I!|'||.'|‘:' a :t-l"r:il 'n:il!h
you too” Thercupon he said, *Yes, but
Allsh I'u-]pa. e against him so | am <afe
from his mischicl and he docs not com-
rand me but for _gm:d." {Muslim) In
another hadeeth the Prophet, saliallahu

AL JUMLEAK | w0 19 pssuE 02

Translations from carly scholars writings

abwhe wa sallam, =aid to Umar iboul

Khattab: *When Satan mcets vodn, il

swerves 1o a differem |:|.II:|'|."| (Muslim)

You might ask, though: given the
immensely difficult, treacherous and
doubt-ridden nature of the struggle
against hawa, and man’s vulnerability
to Satan’s mischievous machination,
how could one distinowish between
rraleviolent :hnughu and benevolent
s f

Be advised that the daunting task of
tliul‘:imil'ﬂ!iﬁg hetween the prom
ings o the |[|§_']'ur Self and those :ﬂ‘uh
Lower Self is unh Fu:rm"l'.-lr lhmugh
two things:

First, obtaining true knowledge, for i

is really an lnt|i5|h'nu.1HJ.' ool when it
comes to sorting out thoughts, One
should knm\‘ whien Frced with a con-

fusing thought, that most of the time
the H:gh-.r Self beckons us 1o aspire to
higher things—even though these
beckons may, at the time, appear cum-

bersome: and that the Lower Self
.:||1.'|.'|.u drives one toward convenient
H|'.II:II:H'!|'~ S0 when you find vourself
pullnl between twa 'IJ'umglm and Vioul
do not know which one is better for
your |.|||:r'| 0 for the one voursell
hates most, for most of the gmr:! things
ar¢ linked to inconvenience, The
Prophet, sallallahu alavhe wa sallam,
sabd, “Paradise is rmgrd with inconve-

nicnoes; and Hellfire is ringed with
desirable things.” (Muslim} And in the
Qur'an, Allah alerts us, “But perhaps
you hate & ﬂung anl it is oood for vou;

anel perhaps you love a thing and it is
haid for yiou. Amd Allah kniows, while
you know not.” [2:216] And, *Perhaps
you dislike a thing and Allah makes
therein much good.” [4:19]

Second, practice iikharah (secking
divine directions on something
through salah), and seek Allah’s guid-
ance when [aced by whispers imFuug
gestions even when vou feel they are
coming from vour ng]ur "?u:'|| for
nnl". |hmugh divine light can darkness
of doubts be dispelled. Allah says,
= Allah is the ally of those who believe.
Hi: lrrmgﬂ them out From darknes
imvtes the light. And those who dishe-
liewe—their allies are s ,'I']w‘lr take
them out of the |i§ht into darkness. . "
[2:257] Anal, “And i an evil suggestion
comes to you from Satan, then seck
rrl‘ug:- in Allah, ]II'I.‘II"'I."'I.L He iz HI."JI:'iI"IE
aml Knowing.” [7:200]

Change of conduct is possible

Some, whe are not in their right minds,
beclieve that man's conduct resembles his
by organs in that it doses not lend itself
o Lh.mgt They mistakenly assume that
attempting to change conduct is tanta-
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ISLAMIC ANSWERS TO CONTEMPORARY QUESTIONS

Eating at Open Buffets: a Contractual Consideration

I ear ar a restaurant that serves meals on the bagis of an all-vou-can-eat buffet, where I usually eat from the
different foods available. A friend i:-|| mine |lrurll.'1f that this fype of deal fbetween the restaurant and the cus-
firmers | has an element of I..l.fmr.r: f”rru'rhfirlhl,l i i, and hence may be ||lr|l.|.u|’r|'h'|.|'. I have to tell vou thar this
mry readly b seen ax such by the restaurant owners because one dav they asked a diner to leave the restaurani

because he was CalLifeg) Imreat only and he was :';rJirlH. d rertly, a lof |l.|l it. Please rl.]':n';rjrl VERLEF -"J'rn;.l.u-:'rr.

Answer by Dr. Ahmed Shhiebak the birds in the sky or the fish in the the owner (who has the right, on |

WADCT, U GARCT Of I||| (NYCET, A Und»0r I-! -iPl"._ Lk BTN I\.'\-|||I|'.|I %4 | i
(ahar 1 the situation described in the call in its mother's womb, the pert tins he chooses) charges his customers a
Esthon, meay e delimed a8 the sabe ol aril umelertiliz .i._'_:-\.. | i |||_.|-\._. (Tl W (F] CFTEm paCif el (e ol Moy, anEl i
proshafele  items whose exisience  of Aarilv the o P FCLUFT, permar | ¥ 1
ara I FLa | he Iroim Ilh:llli--ll-l-l--!:!-'--'.-'.
Shari‘ah prohibits this type of sals Schodar- jurists detailed the hukm or rul besw typees ol i) they desire and as muoch
because of the risky nature that makes MR o lddrar XS Folllonas x5 they wandt brom the food available |
trace similar o :.:::|-|' In a them, it is permEssiiee IOr Yo clias it
hadeeth reported b Muslim 1he =0 _|.|'|' ||'.-.|'..||..' Constituteal that, Moreover, the am
I i, =lla vhu alayvk wa  sallar I AT [ EmOeer ) Component o thi that I|.I'\-"\-|'-'I | cheal imvodves may mot by
I |
Prohibited the p "ll L ! |4 el COMMENLCT / I s OTnm, 0,0, I 11 IS CXOCS CROCES] VY, T, T i || i
through a pebble at a sivie and considerable, then it is unanid
poof merchandise s a wn il micnasly forhsdelen
} 1
vk that he borbade ans o il sther hand. it AT
L Ia nvi| nlv a mursy i'.|'| | ran
| A TR T tion, then it d it imvalidate tf |
il i ) | bt . il Ty
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Outside, In

§ parents, we worry about many
I!||.||:| I% I!m alr « h:||.1‘|r'|. . |I|I| ir
health, social skills, and provi-
sion are of greal concern Lo us,
However, the -ﬂrr.m -t concern which
plavs into many of our decisions regard
|r|§l CHAT -:|!|:||.1‘|r|. I I'\- :IH Ar |1!|JI..|I[I||[| .*u!'\-
our children grow, we lantasize about
what 1:|r-e|I| SR Lhb I|'||.". will work at when
they are adults. We make greal sacri-
fices and even relocate to dilferent
1!.1: L&} .Lr\-::-url-.l the “-::-rl-:! Li |..1|.'i|il.1!-:'
what we believe is the best way for our
children to learn. The concern in the
Muslim ummah for education resulied
in a world conference in 1977, in
Makkah, Sawdi Arabia

The aims and objectives ol Islamic

education have been defined in the

Recommendation af the Committee of

AL Justtan | vos 1% saun 02

to i

: From Publi

BY SAKINA BINT ERIK MARY

the Forst World Conference on Muslim
Education {Makkah, 1977} as:

“Education *\.|1|m|d aim at I:|!'u" I‘!I.'Ih.l!‘l.u‘d

growth of the total personality of man
I;im':-uLh training of the human '-|:||||1
intellect, rational self, feclings and
senscs. The training In1|1.11'l:~':1 to a
Muslim must be such that faith is
infused into the whole of his/her per-
sonality and creates in himAher an
emaotional attachment to Islam and
enables him to follow the Cur’an and
"';l.llll'hlll |'|IH'I .I'H :II-'I.!'I'I'II."’lI I"'I I\IJ.I'I'III "-'a"h
tem of values willingly aned |x-~fu||t sy
that he or she may |1rlh.u':|! tor U real
ization of his/ her status as Khalifatullah
to whom God has promised the
authority  of the
[brahim .H. f‘ﬁ}rl.l. Educarion -.-_r" Muslien
Children: Challenges and Opportuniries)

universe.” “{Dr,

ome-school

For Muslim parents aroumd the
workdysehooling starts with the memao-
rization of the "an. Then we teach
our chilren what we know until we
think it i time |h-|:-:n' learm From some-
ane clse, However, there are a greater
anl greater nurmber of Muslimes world-
wide that have aken ¢ of their
chikdren’s education. After having had
their children in the public schools sys-
tem, they have become disillusioned
anil untrusting ol the school h'l.\ll_'rl'l'l-
.:Iulu:-. to deliver the best education for
their children. After having bad experi-
IS al 1..1n mg I1. WL .|||-d dl. Frees I!|"|n|.'|
have pullul their children from ]:uhll-.
schools 1o take on the |-::-|1 themselves,
There are two main arcas of trouble that
have prompted Muslim parents to make
the decision: \|:|I'||.'r||1l,: scholastically,
amdd st }m"..ﬂl.'l'ﬂ, 1.|:'i-'~i:~ i the Lhill:["-
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